
Every musician has a beginning.
Before the spotlight, before the applause and before 

the performance, there is often a teacher, mentor or 
community leader helping cultivate talent, preserve 
traditions and inspire the next generation.

This Black Music Month, the Community Music 
Center of Houston (CMCH) is celebrating four women 
whose contributions have helped shape Houston’s 
musical landscape for decades.

As part of its 11th Annual Legacy Project, CMCH 
will honor Dr. Anne Lundy, Dr. Ruth Stewart, Ina Zellers 
and Dr. Gloria Quinlan, educators, musicians and cultural 
stewards whose work has strengthened Houston’s Black 
musical heritage through teaching, performance and 

community engagement.
Through classrooms, performance spaces, churches 

and community institutions, Lundy, Stewart, Zellers 
and Quinlan have helped shape Houston’s cultural 
landscape. Their infl uence extends far beyond individual 
accomplishments, reaching generations of students, artists 
and community members.

Their collective impact serves as a reminder that 
music is not only performed. It is taught, preserved, 
remembered and passed on.

The celebration will take place Sunday, June 7, at the 
historic Eldorado Ballroom in the heart of Third Ward’s 
Cultural District. The afternoon will begin with the 
opening of “Music Is My Sanctuary,” a collaborative art 
exhibition presented with Community Artists’ Collective, 

followed by the Legacy 
Project concert and honoree 
celebration.

Founded in 1979 by 
Ron Scales and Patricia 
Johnson, the Community 
Music Center of Houston 
has spent more than four 
decades serving as a cultural 
anchor for musicians, 
students and families 
throughout the region. 
Through music education, 
community programming 

and live performances, the organization has worked to 
ensure that Black musical traditions continue to thrive 
across generations.

The Legacy Project will also welcome a special guest 
performance from the Firey String Sistas, an acclaimed 
ensemble making its Houston debut.

Performing at the Eldorado Ballroom, the New 
York-based group brings together a blend of jazz, soul, 
world music and global infl uences. At its core are three 
accomplished musicians: founder and cellist Nioka 
Workman, violinist Marlene Rice and pianist-vocalist 
Mala Waldron. Collectively, members of the ensemble 
have performed alongside renowned artists including 
Aretha Franklin, Beyoncé, Lauryn Hill and India Arie. 
Critics have described the group as both “supremely 
talented” and “poignant.”

The setting itself carries special signifi cance.
For generations, the Eldorado Ballroom has served 

as one of Houston’s most important cultural landmarks, 
hosting legendary performers such as Duke Ellington, Ella 
Fitzgerald, B.B. King and Houston’s own Jewel Brown. 
By bringing this year’s Legacy Project to the historic 
venue, organizers hope to connect the city’s musical past 
with its future.

“CMCH’s Legacy Project is not just about looking 
back,” said Tweed Smith, singer, CMCH vocal instructor, 
former member of the funk group WAR and Hollywood 
Walk of Fame honoree. “It is about recognizing the people 
who built the cultural ground we stand on, and making 
sure their work continues to live in the present.”

That commitment will extend beyond the June 7 
celebration.

This year, CMCH has partnered with the Rutherford 
B. H. Yates Museum and Freedmen’s Town Museums 
Houston to expand Black Music Month programming 
throughout June. Through exhibitions, cultural activations 
and public programs, the organizations aim to highlight 
the connections between music, history and community 
memory while creating opportunities for residents to 
engage with Houston’s rich cultural heritage.

As Houston celebrates Black Music Month, the 
Legacy Project shines a spotlight on the educators, 
mentors and cultural pioneers whose contributions have 
helped shape generations of musicians and music lovers 
throughout the city.

The Community Music Center of Houston’s 11th 
Annual Black Music Month Legacy Project begins 
Sunday, June 7, at the Eldorado Ballroom, 2310 Elgin St. 
The opening art exhibition begins at 2 p.m., followed by 
the Legacy Honoree Celebration and concert at 4 p.m.
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The Firey String Sistas will make their Houston debut during CMCH’s Legacy Project.

By: Chelsea Lenora Small, Forward Times Associate Publisher and Editor-in-Chief

The organization’s 11th Annual Black Music Month Legacy Project will celebrate four pioneering women 
whose work helped preserve and pass on Houston’s rich musical heritage while welcoming the acclaimed 
Firey String Sistas to the historic Eldorado Ballroom.

CLASS I F I EDS

Application has been made with the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a Mixed Beverage and Wine and Malt Beverage Retail 
Dealer’s on-Premises Permit by Arnoldo H Ramirez dba La 
Colombiana, to be located at 1101 Spencer Hwy Ste I South Houston 
Tx 77587, Harris County, Texas. Owner of said business Arnoldo H 
Ramirez. 

CMCH will honor Dr. Anne Lundy for helping shape generations of Houston musicians.

Dr. Ruth Stewart is being recognized for her lasting
 impact on music, education and community.

Dr. Gloria Quinlan is being honored for helping shape 
generations of Houston musicians.

Ina Zellers is being honored for helping shape 
generations of Houston musicians and music lovers.
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